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Karen Norton, Senior Warden
Several years ago and again several weeks ago, members of St. Stephen’s Vestry participated in an
Appreciative Inquiry workshop. The idea behind Appreciative Inquiry is helping communities reframe their
thinking to focus on what is going right, rather than emphasizing what is wrong. By encouraging the
positives, minds are opened to dream about what can be, rather than what isn’t.
Since then, I have heard about a new book Strengths Finding 2.0, which is written for the corporate
world. The idea? Focus on what the organization does well and emphasize it, rather than pick out every
little thing that is wrong or try to be everything to everybody. Hum. Where have I heard this before?
Appreciative Inquiry involves a new way to talk to each other, a new way to think about spirituality
and faith, and a new way to vision. It starts with a commitment to the positive, moves to valuing the best of
what we do, continues to visioning the ideal, then dialoguing what should be, and finally creating what will
be. It is going to take time for the Vestry to grasp it all, but when we do, it will translate to a new vision for
St. Stephen’s. (You can find out more at the Appreciative Inquiry website: www.clergyleadership.com.
What is especially appealing about Appreciative Inquiry is that it does not ignore problems. It is not
the parent who ignores children’s bad behavior, allowing them to get away with it, yet showers the naughty
child with candy and praise when s/he finally behaves. Instead, it is approaching problems with a mindset
that the problem can be solved in a positive and helpful way, without tearing people or processes down.
Again, it is going to take time to put into action, but it is an exciting and uplifting approach to building a
church.
The Vestry, and in turn the congregation, will be participating in more Appreciative Inquiry sessions.
Reverend Mary is a trained leader and can continue with the core values, mission and visioning, and ideally,
we could have The Rev. Dr. Rob Voyle, the one who synthesized several different forms of Appreciative
Inquiry into a useful church model, work with us.
In the meantime, we can begin by talking to each other and thinking about the church community in
positive ways. Rather than point out what went wrong, concentrate on the things that gave joy. Rather than
allow someone to annoy you, ask yourself what you like about that person. It takes time, but I believe the
more positive mindset will allow us to achieve goals we never thought possible.
The Appreciative Inquiry approach is becoming quite popular within our church, and from what I am
seeing, in the corporate culture also. Although nothing is perfect, if we look for the best in every situation, it
will make for a happier and more fulfilling life.

LARKSFIELD PLACE
Holy Eucharist Service
Clergy lead
May 24th & June 28th
Holy Communion
by Lay Eucharistic Visitor Team
May 10th & June 14th
Both in the Meditation Chapel 2:00 pm

DILLONS COMMUNITY
REWARDS PROGRAM
We have 28 families/individuals who
have enrolled their Dillon's Plus Shopper’s Card in the
Dillon's Community Rewards Program. We just
received our first check of $301 from this program!!!!!
If you haven’t registered, you can do so on line at
dillons.com. We are listed as “ST. STEPHEN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH’ or our assigned number 88504.
For assistance, please call the Parish Office.
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YOUTH PAGE

Mega Camp
May 31st - June 6th
YMCA Camp Wood
3rd grade - HS Seniors
Register at
EDOKYOUTH.Wordpress.com
NOW!!!!
Thank You For Your Support
Of Our Youth’s Mission Trip

90+ Hygiene Kits put together by the Youth
Group at St. Stephen’s for Price –Harris School.

Vacation Bible School

Is Coming!!!!
Plan on it!
July 20th - 24th
10 am—1 pm
Lunch Included
Servant Leadership Week
6th - 12th Graders
July 13th - 17th, 9am— Noon
Monday - Friday
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Episcopal Summer Mega Camp
Three Camps : One Week - Faith ~ Friends ~ Fun
Episcopalians have been attending Summer Camp the first week in June at Camp Wood
YMCA for over 70 years. Camp Wood is accredited by the American Camp Association–a
process that has over 300 safety and quality standards. There are separate age-appropriate
Christian education, camp activities, and sleeping arrangements for all three age-groups, as
well as healthy well-balanced meals with accommodations available for allergies.
Camp Wood features a variety of activities such as horseback riding, archery, climbing tower,
canoeing, kayaking, swimming, water slide, mud slide, arts and crafts, and sports. The
volunteer Episcopal staff provides solid Christian education, featuring worship, music, small
group discussions, and prayer.
When:
Where:
Who:

Cost:

Sunday, May 31st, 2 pm to Saturday, June 6th, 11 am, 2015
Camp Wood YMCA, Elmdale, KS
Students in grades 3-12 for 2014-15 school year (you must have finished third
grade to attend); Camp is NOT restricted to Episcopalians or regular
churchgoers. All are welcome, so feel free to invite friends and family.
$420 ($450 after May 8) There are a limited number of $140 scholarships
available. Apply early and indicate your request for a scholarship on the
application. You may also ask our parish for a scholarship.

Priority Deadline: Friday, May 8, 2015 (fee increases by $30 after this date). There are
absolutely no refunds after Friday, May 15th. Regardless of your payment status, you will still
owe the full price for camp unless you notify us that you are canceling your registration by
May 15th.
Registration forms: Registration online at The Episcopal Diocese of Kansas/Youth web site.
*Please note, registrations and payments received after May 8 will be expected to pay a $30
late fee.

SUNDAY, May 17th
During the 10:30 am service,
we will be recognizing the Children’s
Sunday School Teachers, Parent(s), those
devoted to helping and for the wonderful
things they do for- THE CHILDREN!

Sunday, May 31st
During the 10:30 am
service, we will be recognizing our
GRADUATES! If you have a graduate
from Junior High, High School or
College. Tristan Holmberg will
preach on the Young Adult Service
Corp.
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There is an
individual in need of
the following items.
If you can assist with
any of them, please
call the Parish Office or see Rev. Mary.
 Dresser
 Desk
 File cabinet
 Paper shredder
 Bookcase
 Entertainment cabinet/shelves
 Food processor/juicer
 Dog treats, toys water container
 Blood Pressure Meter
 Cold Packs
 TENS unit
 Thermometer
 Bath scales
 Sunglasses
 Pedicure nail kit
 Gift card for haircut

Celebrations May Birthdays
5/2
Jerrod Bishop
5/4
Sally Alefs
5/7
Karen Norton
5/8
Susie Stallings
5/11 Emily Bishop
5/13 Janice Adams
Joe Rothwell
5/14 Jean Moddrell
5/15 Rhea White
5/16 Derek Kruger
Karen Phillips
Olivia Williams
5/24 Criss Schulz
5/25 Susie McFall
5/28 Aidan Hartman
5/29 Spencer Alefs
5/31 Jan Newman

Welcome to Episcopal Diocese of Kansas Youth Ministry
The Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Kansas is home to about
12,000 people in 45 congregations in cities and towns across eastern
Kansas. Our congregations make up our diocese, and our diocese is
part of the wider Episcopal Church, which in turn is part of a larger,
global community of Christians in the Anglican Communion. In the
Episcopal Church there is room for your questions about God, faith
and the church. There’s a place for you here.
The mission of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas Youth Ministry program is to gather, equip, and send young disciples of Jesus
Christ to witness to God’s reconciling love.
The youth program serves all youth in grades 6-12 within our diocese
through a variety of events during the year, bringing together a community of young people who worship, play, and learn together. Read
more about us here.
Upcoming Events & Deadlines





Recharge, May 1-2, Priority Deadline: Monday, April 20, 2015



Episcopal Summer Mega Camp, May 31-June 6, Priority Deadline: Friday, May 8, 2015
General Convention of the Episcopal Church youth and college
trip, June 22-29, 2015

Celebrations May Anniversaries
5/6
Joe and Jean Moddrell
5/12 Michael and Linda Henry
5/21 Richard and Peg Bowman
5/24 Thomas and Katherine
Sanneman
5/31 Dan and Susan Taylor
June Birthdays
6/4
Sam Taylor
6/5
Mary Lynn Priest
6/6
Hank Hoesli
6/7
Audrey Kramer
Bob Shurden
6/8
Rev. Mary Korte
6/10 Jason Kice
6/12 Laura Hill
6/13 D’Ambra Kruger
Victoria Whitetree
6/14 Owen White
6/16 Anne Elsworth

6/17
6/19
6/22
6/23
6/25

Patti Mann
Al Higdon
Nathan Williams
Thomas Sanneman
Bill Rogers
Casey Rothwell

June Anniversaries
6/1
Innes and Karen Phillips
Joe and Devon Rothwell
6/2
Rick and Susan Gaskill
6/5
Tim and Mary Korte
6/6
Jerrod and Kathy Bishop
6/8
A.J. and Audrey Bradley
6/17 Dwight and Patricia Oxley
6/20 Bill and Carolyn Whitaker
6/26 Don and Karen Norton
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St. Stephen’s
Neighborhood
Ice Cream Social
SUNDAY
JUNE 7th
6:30—8:30 pm
Delicious HOMEMADE
ice cream,
scrumptious treats,
hot dogs
and hamburgers.
Fun for ALL AGES.
If you would like to help, sign up
on the bulletin board in the Parish
Hall. Some ways to help….donate
a themed basket for the raffle,
prepare homemade ice cream,
cookies, brownies or some other
tasty dessert, help set up or clean
up on the day of the event.

MOST OF ALL invite your
neighbors, friends &
family!
Questions, please contact
Susan Gaskill (688-1045)
or call the Parish Office.

BASKETS - We are
soliciting baskets to raffle or
sell at the silent auction.
SEE THE SIGN UP SHEET ON
THE PARISH HALL BULLETIN
BOARD!
We need baskets that adults
would like, such as a coffee
basket; a chocolate basket; or
a Music Theater basket.
Other popular ones have
been root beer theme,
barbecue theme, wine
theme . . .there are so many
possibilities. We also need
children’s themed baskets.
Some ideas include movies,
outdoor fun, local attractions
and crafts. We need them for
children and youth of all ages.
If you are willing to put
together a basket and have it
at church by June 6th (or
before), please contact Karen
Norton (683-1104) or the
Parish Office.

Raffle tickets will be
available for a
$5.00 donation with
separate drawings for
adults and children.
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Summer Music Notes
Summer will be upon us soon and the opportunity for summer music from the entire congregation is here again. if you have any kind of musical ability, piano, flute, cello, singing,
water glasses, we would love to have you share your gift with us for the offertory anthem
during the summer. All ages are welcome to participate and any joyful noise is appreciated. Please email me at ashleywinters79@gmail.com or catch me after a service to pick a
date that works for you.
Our Favorite Hymns. A box will appear in the parish hall on Pentecost for the congregation to submit requests for singing “Our Favorite Hymns” during the summer. Requests
will be included in services throughout the summer months. Please fill out the form and
drop it in the box. If you have a short story to share with why the hymn is meaningful to
you please include it. I hope this will be an opportunity for music to minister to all
through the community sharing music's special personal touch in our lives of worship.
Ashley Winters, Director of Music
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See Rev. Mary or the Parish Hall bulletin board
for the information. Our own John Olsen will be
going this year with Diane Kruger.
We will begin fund raising opportunities soon.
HELLO, FRIENDS!
Just want to say how much I appreciate all of you, not just today, but for all the years of love and support and
compassion. All of you made such a HUGE impact and are a treasure. A hope chest of truth and goodness. I am
overwhelmed just writing to you, because I wonder what would have happened to the kids and me without you
wonderful Christians. Honest Christians who loved me beyond belief!! Way, way beyond what you had to do.
Dr. Mary sent an Easter card to us and I was filled with tears and love for all of you. Almost weekly, I drink out
of the Jesus mugs, I am quickly filled up with gratefulness every time I see those 2 mugs in our cupboard. I needed to
stop and just tell you all this. I feel far from Wichita. I do pray you know how grateful I am.
And yes, I am working on thank you’s from the wedding, (teeheehee) every weekend goes by and Ken and I try
to have 5 done. ---I have NOT forgotten the sweet souls who have given to me, my family, my new marriage and my
new start in life! I appreciate your generous love, and I miss you all....precious Sunday night-family, to choir family and
to all my church family. ---You are all vivid in my mind and heart. I truly am so very happy to know you.
I feel prayers being answered. And I also appreciate you all listening to me when I needed an ear. Also, for
coming to the wedding in December and for just being people who love the Lord to whom I have admired for many,
many years. I truly want you to know, I have not forgotten God's goodness by sending ALL OF YOU into my life. It's like
my eyes are open to understanding real love and the joy of precious, relationship love. I always admired so many
couples' marriages at St. Stephen's, but NEVER thought God would give me something so wonderful. I am madly in
love with Ken. Can I say that? I am. It's so fun and beautiful. We are both giddy with God's kindness and sharing our
whole lives together.
Ken and I are singing together in the Brahm's Requiem this Sunday at Bethel College at 3pm. We are sharing in
the joy of music together!! Ben and Ashley know all about this, but I now have that experience and it's really pretty
cool.
Honestly, it's wonderful to be in a place of peace and of rest from the weary trials and the tough past... God is
extremely good and I have never felt such warmth, fun and love as I am experiencing in being married to Ken. Living in
the sweet utopia of Hesston in a fabulous house and with a fabulous school system --is amazing. I feel God's miracle
surrounding me, actually WE ALL FEEL GOD'S MIRACLE and I had to let you know, I wanted to share an update. I
wanted to say thanks. I didn't want you to think I forgot all you have done for one second.
Spiritually, I walk in joy every day. So do Ben and Lizzy. They have said many times, "God sent Ken to us!" And
love the home and their new friends and school. Biking to school is pretty cool.
As far as church goes, I am helping with the worship at First Mennonite Church of Newton and the kids have enjoyed
sitting with their grandparents, Helen and Don Bachman, who are in their eighties and are priceless. We all sit
together. They have quickly embraced the kids as their own and visa-versa. My mind thinks of Suzie & Jack and their
four grandsons in the pew, and I realize I have that for my children now!! WOW!! How awesome is the Lord Jesus? I
never would have imagined this happening in our lives. So much goodness, it's only a miracle.
I must say the "Menno" service seems a little fast! Lizzy will ask, sometimes, "Is that it??" And I say, "Yes, that's
it!" I will try to visit you all this summer FOR SURE!! Or have you out here for a visit. We have had so many activities at
school, sports, music, etc. That it's been hard to get to Wichita. I am loving being with my Sweetie and sitting on our
back porch on Sunday nights drinking wine and relaxing --but I do notice the time, and think of Sunday Night Lights
and say a sweet blessing.
So, please know, you are in my heart and I ask God to bless you ten-fold for all you have done and will
continue to do to other people all over Wichita and beyond. You are precious to the Lord and he is using St. Stephen's
Church all the time.
I have seen the hand of the Lord in my life. My sales are amazing and my heart is full. Ben and Lizzy love life
here. I pray my joy gives others hope. To ask God for every need, every heart's desire and to never feel alone and to
call out to God when hurting. He hears. I am proof of that.
So, THANK YOU!!! And if driving North please drop by, we'd love to see you.
Sincerely grateful, Rachel Bachman and family
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We are proud to announce that
Diane Renee Kruger
will be presented for ordination as a deacon on
Saturday, June 13th at 10:30 am at Grace Cathedral, Topeka. Deacons are to serve all people,
particularly the poor, the weak,
the sick, and the lonely.
Look for a sign up on the bulletin board for anyone wishing to go to
Topeka and celebrate with Diane, perhaps we will rent a bus or van
to travel to Topeka for this special event!

Join us on Father’s Day
Sunday, June 21st

and
“Short Tee Time with Dad”
After the
10:30 am service
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St. Stephen’s please take note.
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Memorial Day isn’t a feast day in the church (although some might understand
feast in a different way with all the BBQ’s and cookouts). A few of our hymns are
usually patriotic in nature—”O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” and “Eternal Father,
Strong to Save” (the Navy hymn). And our prayers of the people include a special
mention of veterans. It is time to thank them for their service and to pray for their
families and friends left behind.
“Almighty God, we remember before you today your faithful servants, and we pray
that, having opened to them the gates of larger life, you will re4ceive them more an more into your joyful service, that, with all who have faithfully served you in the past, they may share in the eternal victory of Jesus
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in t he unity of Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.
Amen.” (The Book of Common Prayer, page 253)
If you haven’t visited our web site,
To the
take a tour,
members
www.ststephensec.org!
of the
It is a work in progress and a lot of
Finance
new information has been added!
A HUGE thank you to John Rothwell for the Committee and the
many hours of work in enhancing the site! Buildings and Grounds
Committee. The generous
“Like” on Facebook at
donation of their time and
“St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church”
effort is greatly appreciated
and important to the
ministry of St. Stephen’s!

Mad Max

Do you like to read?
Join the “BOOK CLUB”
which meets every
Thursday at noon in the
Fireside room.
Currently reading “50 Women Every
Christian Should Know” by Michelle
DeRusha, an invitation to a journeythat moves from kitchen to slums,
to plantations, to modern day and
always straight to the heart of God.
The author invites us into the lives
of fifty women whose stories are
our stories.

invites you to join the

fun for Vacation Bible School,

mark your calendars for July 20th
through July 24th!
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St. Stephen’s Calendar May and June 2015
Sun-May 3

Mon-May 4
Tues-May 5
Wed-May 6

Thurs-May 7
Sun-May 10

Mon-May 11
Wed-May 13

Thurs- May 14
Sun-May 17

Wed-May 20
Thurs-May 19

Holy Eucharist Rite I
Choir Practice
Adult Forum
Children’s Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Pastoral Care Meeting
Sunday Night Lights with
5:30 PM
Potluck Dinner
6:00 PM EFM
6:00 PM Campus Ministry
(End of Semester)
6-7:30PM Adult Inquiry Class
Fireside Room
6:30-8:00 PM Youth Group -Youth Room
6:30 PM Prayer Group
Book Club
Noon
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I
MOTHER’S DAY PASTRIES
9:00 AM Choir Practice
9:30 AM NO Adult Forum
10:15 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
2:00 PM Larksfield Place Service
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
6:00 PM EFM
1:00 PM Eastside Cancer Group
5:30 PM Finance Committee Mtg.
6-7:30PM Adult Inquiry Class
Fireside Room
6:30–8:00 PM YEAR END PARTY
Youth Group -Youth Room
6:30 PM Prayer Group
7:00 PM Buildings and Grounds
Committee Mtgs.
Noon
Book Club
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 AM Choir Practice
9:30 AM Adult Forum
10:15 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
DOK Meeting after service
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
6-8 PM
Vestry Meeting
6:30 PM Prayer Group
Noon
Book Club
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:15 AM
10:30 AM

Sun-May 24
The Day of
Pentecost

Wed-May 27
Thurs-May 28
Sun-May 31
Wed-June 3
Thurs-June 4
Sat.-June 6
Sun-June 7

Wed-June 10

Thurs-June 11
Sun-June 14

Wed-June 17
Thurs-June 18
Sun-June 21

Wed-June 24
Thurs-June 25
Sat-June 27
Sun-June 28

8:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM

Holy Eucharist Rite I
Choir Practice
Children’s Sunday School
Holy Eucharist Rite II and
10:30 AM
Holy Baptism
2:00 PM Larksfield Place Service
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
6:30 PM Prayer Group
Noon
Book Club
9:00 AM Choir Practice
10:30 AM Intergenerational Service
6:30 PM Prayer Group
Noon
Book Club
9:30-10:30 Altar Guild Meeting
AM
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:15 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
6:30—8:30
ANNUAL ICE CREAM
PM
SOCIAL
5:30 PM Finance Committee Mtg.
6:30 PM Prayer Group
6:30 PM Education Committee Mtg
Noon
Book Club
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:15 AM Children’s Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
2:00 PM Larksfield Place Service
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
6-8:00 PM Vestry Meeting
6:30 PM Prayer Group
Noon
Book Club
FATHER’S DAY
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
“Donuts for Dads” during
coffee hour with
“Short Tee-Time for Dad”
following
6:30 PM Prayer Group
Noon
Book Club
11:00 AM Worship Committee
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:15 AM Children's Sunday School
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II
2:00 PM Larksfield Place Service
5:30 PM Sunday Night Lights
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Mother’s Day Brunch, make
your reservations now!
Sunday, May 10th
Coming soon to a
church near you!

The Day of Pentecost
with Baptism

Celebrate by wearing RED!
Sunday, May 24th
I scream, you scream, we all scream for
ICE CREAM
St. Stephen’s Annual Ice Cream Social!
Sunday, June 7th
Donuts for Dad and Short Tee Time,
Celebrate Fathers!
Sunday, June 21st

St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church
7404 E. Killarney
Wichita, KS 67206
Phone: 316 634-2513
Fax: 316 634-2580
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 am—1 pm
ssec@sbcglobal.net—www.ststephensec.org
The Rev. Dr. Mary Korte, Priest in Charge
Vera Aikman, Parish Administrator
Debra Butler, Bookkeeper
Teresa Rogers, Youth Ministries
Liz Steele, Children’s Sunday School
Aubrey Watson, Organist
Ashley Winter, Choir and Music Director
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