
  

We’ve only just begun… 
 

 The title of my article comes from the song best known by the velvety 
voice of Karen Carpenter from 1970.  This song has been going through my 
head as I fill out my office calendar.  Here are some of the lyrics from this 
song (courtesy of a Google search) that have seemed very applicable to us: 

 

Before the risin' sun, we fly 
So many roads to choose 
We'll start out walkin' and learn to run 
(And yes, we've just begun) 
Sharing horizons that are new to us 
Watching the signs along the way 
Talkin' it over, just the two of us 
Workin' together day to day 
Together 

 

 I am finishing my fourth week as your new rector, and I am starting to get a sense of 
normalcy and routine.  Each day the Sun rises, however, a new set of roads seem to be before 
me.  I am so thankful for the many committees, volunteers, and other leaders, as well as the 
staff members who have all taken time to meet with me, watch the signs, talk things over, 

and work together with me as we move forward together.    Together  
 Through this Eastertide, I’ve used the theme “Living a resurrected life” as the guidepost 
for my sermons.  This theme was inspired by watching Bishop Mike’s Easter sermon on the St. 
Stephen’s Facebook page.  He asked “What stones are keeping us from receiving what’s truly 
important?  What’s barring our way from the fullness of life.”  As much as these questions 
can be very individual, they can be just as much corporate questions for the body of St. 
Stephen’s.  This is what lead me to seek the Spirit’s help in preaching toward the post 
resurrection reality that God is calling us into together. 
 Within this theme, the Holy Spirit has led us through each Sunday.  April 11th, my 
sermon began by looking at forgiveness within our own hearts to let go of the pain caused by 
another.  This led to my April 18th sermon about repentance.  Repentance (metanoia in 
Greek) is better understood as “being of a new mind” in order to live into the resurrection 
reality of new life.  April 25th was “Good Shepherd” Sunday where I pointed out that as the 
flock following Christ in a resurrected life, you are called to care for one another.  As your 
rector, I am not your shepherd, but rather I wear a collar to remind me I’m Christ’s sheepdog 
nipping at your heals. 
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Friends,  

 HALLELUJAH!  We DID it!  We have made it through Lent, past 
Holy Week and into the Easter Season.  I am deeply grateful to Bishop 
Milliken for his time with us.  He took the time to tend to us with loving 
care.  He started healing wounds and left us yearning for more.  Mother 
Laurie comes to us in a place of anticipation and new growth.  As the 
pandemic winds down, we begin to cautiously and carefully open back up and greet 
friends that we haven't seen in over a year, we look forward to new beginnings, we 
are ripe for stretching and growing.  We find ourselves looking to reconnect, rebuild, 
strengthen and grow.  Our Easter service and Mother Laurie's first Sunday (which is 
typically a low attendance Sunday) were some of the largest services that we've had 
in years!  New families are finding us and we are clearly on a good path.   

 I look forward to reconnecting with Mother Laurie and with friends that I haven't 
seen in ages, and welcoming the new families that are finding us.  I look forward to 
joining with Mother Laurie as she begins her ministry with us, seeing how she will 
challenge us and help us to grow not only our faith, but in our programs and 
outreach.  As we continue to do the hard work of coming back together, learning and 
growing, let us bring with us the renewed energy that Jesus' followers had upon 
learning of his resurrection and walk with joy as we reconnect and continue spread 
the good news of God's love.  HALLELUJAH!  
                                                                                     Anne Stephens, Senior Warden 

 Over the next four Sundays, we will continue this theme as my sermons talk about 
community,  “I am the vine and you are the branches” (May 2nd); “Love one another” (May 
9th); Jesus prayed for us (May 16th); and sent us “The Advocate” as the Holy Spirit to help us 
live a resurrected life (May 23rd).  I hope you will join us either on-line or in-person.  God has 
not called me to be your rector to change the past, but to walk with you into a new future.   
I close with the closing stanza of the Carpenter’s song: 

And when the evening comes, we smile  
So much of life ahead 
We'll find a place where there's room to grow  
And yes, we've just begun 

~Mother Laurie 
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BOOK CLUB Noon via phone Every Thursday 

   

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING  
To be announced via In-

person on Phone 
conference 

Sunday, May 16th  
On hiatus for the summer 

   

EFM By Zoom 6:00 pm Every Monday  thru May only  

   

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
2nd Wednesday’s  
6:00 pm by Zoom 

May 12th & June 9th 

   

VESTRY MEETING 
3rd Wednesday’s 
6:30 pm by Zoom  

May 19th & June 16th 

   

YOUTH GROUP  Zoom Every Thursday Night  thru May  

 In-Person Every Sunday at 10:30 am thru May 

   

 WORSHIIP  

8:30 am Sunday Service In the Sanctuary Beginning Sunday, May 2nd 

   

10:30 am Sunday Service In the Sanctuary 
Outdoor Coffee Hour following 

service 

St. Stephen’s May—June 2021 Calendar 

8:30 am  
Holy Eucharist:  Rite One  

10:30 am  
Holy Eucharist:  Rite Two 

Both services in the Sanctuary 
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 We are so thankful to be back with in-person Sunday 
School!  And, boy oh boy are we back!  We are having, on average, 13-
15 children per week!  We have made the decision to remain one-room 
Sunday School until autumn. After almost a year of worshipping and 
learning separately together, we wanted to give the children the 
opportunity to get reacquainted and really work on rebuilding their 
relationships with their peers.  These young people have really been 
enjoying their time together. 

 The children of St. Stephen's have also been enjoying their standing invitation from 
Mother Laurie to sit up front from announcements/peace to communion.  We have heard 
from the parents that by sitting up front, they are more engaged and have been actively 
looking forward to this part of their time at church. 
 Through the end of the school year, we are working on a little bit of "Church 101" 
lessons. We are spending some time learning about some of the sacraments, Pentecost, and 
the final week, we will be talking about colors of the church calendar. 
April 11:  What are the sacraments? 
April 18:  Sacrament of Baptism  
April 25:  Sacrament of the Eucharist 
May 2:  Children's Church Service 
May 9:  Sacrament of Reconciliation 
May 16:  Sacrament of Confirmation 
May 23:  Pentecost/the Church's Birthday! 
May 30:  Colors of the Church/the Church Calendar 
  
We are so happy to spend time with the children of St. Stephens!  Your Sunday School Team 
(Julia Hart, Tish Seeley, Hazel LaVardi, and assistants Maddie and Sophie Ramsey) 
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St. Stephen’s Sensational Youth Group 
 

This year flew by! We have some big things coming as we wrap up our 
youth group year: 
 
1.  We will continue to meet virtually Thursday nights at 7 pm and  
       meet in-person Sunday mornings starting at 10:30 to about 11 now through Memorial    
       Day.  
2. We will not have youth group on Sunday, May 2nd in honor of Celebration Sunday - the All  
      Parish service happening every first Sunday of the month. Youth are encouraged to  
      participate and be actively engaged in the service.  
3. Our last official youth group sessions of the year will be May 27th for virtual and May 30th 
      for in-person. 
4. We do have a Senior graduating from our group. Please everyone send warm wishes and  
      congratulations to Maddie Ramsey as she graduates from Andover High on May 23rd. We  
      are all so very proud of her accomplishments and can’t wait to watch her grow in this new  
      chapter.  
5. VBS this year will be on Thursday, June 24th, Friday, June 25th evening, 5:00—7:30 pm,  
      and Saturday, June 26th, 9:00 am—2:00 pm.  Ashley & Mtr. Laurie are looking for  
      volunteers and would love the youth to help.  If you are interested, please reach out to  
      me, Ashley or Mtr. Laurie.    
 
We will have an end of youth group year event in early June! More to come on this event 
soon - be sure to tune into the Facebook page and the e-notes!  
It will be a busy few months, but I know we are all anticipating some warmer weather and 
sunshine to come.                                           Summer blessings, Sydney and Matthew Anderson 

PALM 

SUNDAY 
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VBS will look different! 
   AGES 3 yrs. thru 5th grade. 

 
THURSDAY—June 24th 

5:00—7:30 PM 
FRIDAY—June 25th 

5:00—7:30 PM 
We will begin with dinner at 5:00 pm  
and program will follow at 5:30 pm. 

 

SATURDAY—June 26th 
9:30 am—2:30 pm 

Lunch will be provided. 
 

FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS THE NURSERY WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR  
2 YRS AND UNDER! 

 
SUNDAY—JUNE 27th will be VBS SUNDAY  

at the 10:30 am service. 
 

Enrollment will be limited to 45.  
St. Stephens families will have 
priority registration beginning in 

May.  
 

VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED, 
6th grade and up! 

Food and supplies donation. 
Watch for sign up or call or email 

the Parish Office.  

Sparky, the Dragon 
says, “Join the 
Knights of North 

Castle for  
“VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 2021! 
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St. Stephen’s 
Ice Cream Social 

Sunday, June 27th 
following the 10:30 am service. 

 
 

 
 
 

Homemade Ice Cream! 
 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs,  
Baked Beans and “fixin’s”! 

 
Music, 

Raffle and 
More! 

 
 

ALL outside underneath a TENT! 
 

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION!!! 
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     After over a year of meeting virtually, via conference calls, the 
Daughters of the King at SSEC (Julian of Norwich Chapter) will resume in-
person meetings on Sunday, May 16th after the 10:30 am service. We will 
gather in the Parish Hall, with the option of bringing a sack lunch and 
beverage for ourselves (physical distancing!).  Guests interested in DOK are 
welcome to attend and Mother Laurie is invited. 
     We are resuming work on our SSEC projects in full strength.  While our 
commitment to the SSEC Prayer List, ingathering for Episcopal Social Services  (Little Red 
Wagon), and work on the Pastoral Care Committee remained steady throughout this past 
year, we are now strengthening those commitments and reorganizing the Flower Delivery 
services for dispersal of altar flowers after church as smaller bouquets to members in need. 
     The DOK at the Diocese of Kansas level is planning a virtual assembly via Zoom for 
members statewide for Saturday, June 5th from 9:00 am-12:30 pm.  The theme will be 
“Reassemble, Reunite, Recommit.”  DOK’s mission is “prayer, service and evangelism.”  DOK 
is open to all women in the Episcopal Church or the Anglican Communion.  We welcome new 
members.  For more information, please visit with any DOK member, or see https://
www.doknational.org/.                                                 Respectfully submitted, Nan Myers, President  

ST. STEPHEN’S BOOK CLUB 
 Along with everyone else, our Church Book Club is enjoying the 
sights and sounds of spring, and the idea that very soon we will be able to 
enjoy the live company of our members!! Meanwhile we keep track of 
each other by phone, and discuss the latest book we are reading.  This 

month we are romping through Good Omens  by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaimans, and 
looking forward to Vinegar Girl, Anne Tyler’s version of Taming of  the Shrew. 
 We would love to have new voices at our Thursday noon meetings, and maybe new 
faces soon.  Meanwhile call 978-990-5000, access code 701904, and join in the reading. 
                                                                                                                                                                           Barbara Fizer 

ADULT FORMATION CLASSES 

After being so rudely interrupted by COVID last fall, we are resuming adult 
formation classes on Tuesday, May 18th at 5:30-6:30 pm with a completion 
of our study of the Book of Common Prayer using the book The Prayer Book 
Through the Ages.  We will be reading Ch. 7-12 of the book.  Please read Ch. 
7-8 for our class May 18th. 

If you want a book ordered for you, call Mike Morrow at 316-258-4834.  We 
will look at the American Prayer Books of 1892, 1928 and 1979, and then 

discuss future possibilities for prayer book revision.  We hope to complete discussion of the 
Book of Common Prayer on May 25th, June 1st and June 8th.  We will also have conversation 
about future book/bible/topical studies for the rest of 2021.               Mike Morrow, Facilitator 

https://www.doknational.org/
https://www.doknational.org/
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5/2 
Memory of Ava Count 

Celebration of the Birthday of Ella Count 
Ric & Darlene Knorr 

5/9 Celebration of New Beginnings Tom & Liz Steele 

5/16 Memory of Darrel Rolph Ric & Darlene Knorr 

5/23 Celebration oi the Birthday of Criss Schulz Joan Schulz 

5/30   

6/6 Memory of Luke Maska Ric & Darlene Knorr 

6/13 Memory of Delmar Rolph Ric & Darlene Knorr 

6/20   

6/27 Celebration of 45th Wedding Anniversary Don & Karen Norton  

Altar Flowers  Dedication—May & June  2021 
 

Sponsor Altar Flowers, Memory Lamp, or Sanctuary Lamp a 
great way to celebrate an event, a memorial for a loved one, or 

thanksgiving, as well as, help support the parish.   
Call or email the Parish Office. 

 Suggested donation for altar flowers is $60, lamps $5. 

DILLON’S COMMUNITY REWARDS 
       If you shop at Dillon's, you can 
support St. Stephen’s as your 
charity by using your Dillon's Reward’s Card.  For 
information or assistance in enrolling, call the Parish 
Office.  Your Dillon’s Rewards fuel points or coupons 
are not affected but “rewards” our parish!   
Donations received support our Repair & 
Replacement Fund, we received $260 for the 2021 

VOLUNTEERS need-
ed for the  

 
“OUTDOOR COFFEE 

HOUR”! 
 

A team of two needed to make coffee, 
set up, clean up.  No dishes to do, us-
ing all paper products.  Sign up sheet 
under the name tag board or call the 

Parish Office!   

April 6, 2021 
 

Dear People of St. Stephen’s,, 
     Than you so much for the 
gift you presented me with on 
Easter.  This was a wonderful 

and generous act.  
     Please be assured that when I am 
relaxing and enjoying a “wee drop of 
the good stuff”, I will remember with 
joy and love my days at St. Stephen’s 
and all the wonderful and caring 
people it was m pleasure to get to 
know and to minister to. 
     You will always hold a special place in 
my heart. 
     May God bless you and 
keep you always! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonnitroswimclub.org%2F_%2Frsrc%2F1468882024819%2Ffundraising%2Fdillons%2FDillon-Plus-Shop-Card-sm.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonnitroswimclub.org%2Ffundraising%2Fdillons&docid=EgCB58dSHwFKt
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     Breakthrough continues to serve breakfast to those most 
marginalized in our community.  The majority of folks we 
serve in the morning are homeless.  While some are working 
with our staff to improve their circumstances, we hope and 

wait for others to come to the point of wanting to make a change for the better.  Walking 
alongside individuals has been so important in our ministry! 
     Our breakfast program would gladly receive the following donated items:  Large containers 
of juice, or frozen cans of juice; Fresh eggs; (Summer) Fresh vegetables, such as carrots, 
squash, peas, beans; goods such as napkins, cups; Bulk coffee.  
     Beginning in May, we will offer 15 showers/week for the homeless through the ShowerUp 
project.  We have a dedicated volunteer team who will be trained to 
assist.  Useful items include: Small hygiene items for showering; Men’s and 
women’s underwear; Toothbrushes and toothpaste.                              

Items can be dropped in the little red wagon in the narthex and will 
be delivered to Breakthrough (ESS) by our DOK! 

       May Birthdays   
5/2 Jarrod Bishop 
 Lou Ann Robertson 
5/4 Sally Alefs 
5/7 Karen Norton 
5/13 Joe Rothwell 
5/13 Seth Miller 
5/14 Jean Moddrell 
5/16 Karen Phillips 
5/17 Aubrey Watson 
5/24 Criss Schulz 
5/25 Susie McFall 
 John Staples 

         May Anniversaries 
5/31 Dan & Susan Taylor 

       June Birthdays 
6/5      Mary Lynn Priest 
6/6      Hank Hoesli 
6/7      Bob Shurden 
            Audrey Kramer 
6/12 Laurie Hill 
6/15 Jason Hart 
6/17 Pattie Mann 
6/19 Al Higdon 
6/25 Lillian Gattis 
 

       June  Anniversaries 
6/1 Innes & Karen Phillips 
 Joe & Devon Rothwell 
6/2 Rick & Susan Gaskill 
6/6 Jerrod & Kathy Bishop 
6/7 Richard & Amanda  
            Shield 
6/20 Bill & Carolyn Whitaker 
6/26 Don & Karen Norton 

Our group met  with Mtr. Laurie to review the creation of the 
committee, its reporting system and its efforts in the past 
months.  We agreed that our focus will be changing as life 

opens up!  Many of the parish are returning to services, and we are glad to be a “live” 
community again.  The needs of members of the parish were accessed, and some partners 
were changed.  The committee did feel that we still need to be in contact occasionally with 
everyone in the parish, but hope to concentrate on those who are not able to attend services.  
It is our hope that Lay Eucharistic Visitors may soon resume, and those people will be a vital 
part of the Pastoral Care Team.  Mother Laurie plans to meet with all the Team soon, possibly 
in early June. The committee is grateful for the work our team members have done in the 
past months, and hope to continue to support the parish as we move forward.  
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St Stephen’s Endowment Committee 
 

 In so many ways, I feel that we are at the beginning of a new 
chapter.   A new chapter for St Stephens’s story and for the lives of 
many of our parishioners.  Considering a gift to one of our two 
endowment funds is the perfect way to let the parish continue to 
write new chapters for years to come.   A strong endowment provides 
stability and consistency for the parish mission.  
 As we begin our new chapter, have you considered your Legacy 

at St Stephens?   As you make your financial plans with your trusted advisors, have you 
included St Stephens in your plan? 
 St Stephen’s has established two Endowment funds for the purpose of securing our 
future and broadening our parish mission and outreach.  Currently the General Endowment 
Fund is at $112,013, and our Permanent Endowment Fund is at $14,780.    In 2020, we began 
making our first distributions so the parish will be able to see the current benefits. 
 The Endowment committee plans to offer some parish education to help people better 
understand how your endowment gifts will be used and how they will not be used.   What is 
important is to know that we have an Endowment that can accept current gifts in any 
amount, but it truly serves as a fund that can accept your planned gifts from either your 
estate or retirement accounts.   The St Stephen’s Endowment Fund can be named as a 
beneficiary of your Will, personal trust, or Individual Retirement Account.    The St Stephen’s 
Endowment Fund can be an appropriate choice for directing your Memorial donations.  Your 
current gift or future gift secures the long term mission of the St Stephen’s parish.   There are 
many options in how you can structure or direct your gift. 
 If you are considering a planned gift to St Stephen’s please contact Vera to set up a time 
for you to meet with a member of the Endowment Committee to discuss a strategy for 
funding the future of the Church.  
 

2021 Committee Members:  Mtr. Laurie Lewis, Paul Attwater-Chair, Anne Stephens-Sr.  
Warden, Dave Hudson–Jr. Warden, Jason Hart, Jane Mossman, Joe Rothwell, Criss Schulz, Kim 
Vining, Lyndy Wells 
2021 COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Noon following Church/ Coffee Hour.  Sunday May 23rd , 
Sunday August 22nd, Sunday November 14th 

Passion Reading—Palm Sunday 
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St. Stephen’s  
Episcopal Church 

7404 E. Killarney 
Wichita, KS  67206 

Phone: 316 634-2513                                               
Fax:     316 634-2580 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday  - Friday 

9 am- 1  pm 
                               

ssec@sbcglobal.net 
                              www.ststephensec.org 

 
  The Very Rev. Laurie Lewis, Rector 

Anne Stephens, Vestry Senior Warden 
Vera Aikman, Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 

Ashley Winters, Choir and Music Director 
Aubree Brasser, Music Section Leader 

Aubrey Watson, Organist 
Julia Hart,  Tish Seely,  Church School Coordinators 

Maddie Ramsey, Sophie Ramsey, Church School 
Sydney Anderson, Youth Director 

Matt Anderson, Assistant Youth Director 
Lise Van Arsdale Hansen, Nursery Coordinator 

Natalie Lemanski, Nursery 
Nan Myers, DOK President 

 

CELEBRATION OF NEW MINISTRY 
 

Tuesday Evening—June 29th 
 

THE VERY REV. LAURIE A. LEWIS 


