
  

Time to buckle up… 
 Tuesday, June 29th, was a night I will never forget.  The pomp and 
circumstance of that night was lovingly and beautifully executed by every 
soul involved.  The “Celebration of New Ministry” is often referred to as the 
“installation of a new rector,” but the liturgy is intentionally created to 
highlight that this is a New Ministry of St. Stephen’s.  My being called as your 
new rector is what warrants the celebration, but it is a new beginning for all 
of us.  And a beautiful and awe-filled new beginning it was. 
 The Very Reverend Torey Lightcap preached a fabulous sermon for our Celebration of 
New Ministry.  Our celebration took place on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, and his 
sermon focused on these two apostles for our inspiration.  The full text of Dean Torey’s 
sermon is available on his Facebook Profile (click on “search profile” and search for my 
name), but the crux of the sermon came in a charge for us. I’ve pasted his words below, but 
added my own formatting for emphasis. 

For Christians, the goal is not death; it’s what Paul calls fruitful labor as we 
share our lives. In the church, that means a lot of things.  

It means devotion to God, very often by means of one another.  
It means showing up over and over.  
Sometimes it means having to admit that we’ve hurt each other.  
It means I lower my defenses and you lower yours.  
It means hymns and readings and chalices and coffee cups and sharing the 

wonderful highs of this life, and living together through hideous lows.  
It means your kid and my kid get to grow up together.  
It means making promises around baptism and intending to keep them, 

until, in the moment, we finally get the chance to step up.  
It means teaching and learning.  
It means forbearance and kindness and buckets and buckets of 
patience.  

It means sticking it out over time whenever possible. 
Mother Laurie; people of St. Stephen’s: you have entered into a 
sacred bond with one another. Tonight we make it formal and 
official, with a wax seal and everything. 
 My vision and hope for you is well-expressed by Paul: continue 
with one another. Make progress in faith together. Have joy in faith, 
held as one body. Share abundantly with one another in life; and when 
you boast, boast in Jesus. 
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 Since the Feast of Pentecost, I have had “Holy Spirit Fire” written at the top of my 
sermon visioning board in my office.  I certainly felt that fire at our Celebration of New 
Ministry.  As this fire from the Holy Spirit grows and grows, we are going to be busy.  (Though 
I’m not sure how anything can feel any busier than we were the last week of June) In the title 
of this article, I suggested a seat belt might be appropriate.  Buckle up friends… we are 
building momentum and about to start doing the loop-de-loops of God work set before us.   
~Mother Laurie 

Please feel my heartfelt "THANK YOU" for everyone and 
everything that made our Celebration of New Ministry 

such a Spirit-filled and beautiful event.  From the music to 
the liturgy, to the presentations, to the delicious and 

beautiful reception, it was all amazing!   ~Mother Laurie 
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BOOK CLUB Noon—Fireside Room Every Thursday 

   

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS Sunday July 18th—Fireside Room 

   

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE Sunday, August 22nd Noon—Fireside Room 

   

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
2nd Wednesday’s  
7:00 pm by Zoom 

July 14th  
Dark in August 

   

VESTRY MEETING 
3rd Wednesday’s 

6:30 pm—Parish Hall 
July 21st 

Dark in August 

   

YOUTH GROUP  Sat, July 10th. 6 –8 pm Out Door Games 

 No weekly meetings On hiatus for the summer 

Senior Warden's Column 

      I don't know about you, but I'm very relieved to see things slowly returning 
to "normal".  Mask requirements are being dropped everywhere.  Some, like 
myself, may see this as a good thing, while others are still very concerned 
about the virus.  While the virus still seems to be hanging around in small 
pockets, for the most part we have wound our way through the pandemic.  At St. Stephens, we 
are still proceeding with caution and trying to work with those on all sides of the mask/vaccine 
continuum.  We have dropped the mask requirement for the 8:30 service and have set aside 
space in the parish hall for those who do not wish to wear a mask at the 10:30 service.  We are 
doing what we can to encourage air flow throughout the building and are regularly cleaning 
frequently touched surfaces.  Many of the "COVID" practices, such as hand sanitizer, additional 
cleaning and opening up the building to encourage air flow will continue, as they embody good 
hygiene practices, we are slowly returning back to the pre-COVID state with singing and 
loosening the social distancing guidelines. 

     As Episcopalians, we tend to gravitate toward the middle road - via media.  We strive to be 
an inclusive environment that is welcoming to all.  As folks find their way back to our 
community, I encourage you to be mindful and respectful of others comfort zones.  Just 
because you may be comfortable with no masks, hugs and being in close proximity to others, 
please remember that not all are this comfortable yet.  Give them the space and grace to 
return and participate as they see fit.  If you are one who is still very concerned about the virus, 
please know that you are welcome as well!  We encourage you to respectfully voice your desire 
to stay socially distant and encourage your children to do the same, however please know that 
we do not have "mask police" and it is up to you to maintain your boundaries and respectfully 
express your preferences.                                                                              Blessings, Anne Stephens 

St. Stephen’s July  - August 2021 Calendar 
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Greetings from the Sunday School!  We are in the midst of a very busy 
summer session!  The children of St. Stephens have returned!  We have, 
on average, close to 20 children (if not more) on any given week in the 
Sunday School classroom.  We are continuing to have a one-room 
Sunday School until September, when we will return to the two 
classroom format. This summer, we are learning how to practice "radical 
love," like Jesus.  We are working on learning how to show people we 
are Christian, and Episcopalian, by our actions speaking louder than our 
words. We are talking about how Jesus loved the underdog, the 

downtrodden, the poor, the unloved people of his society when he walked this earth, and 
that we should do the same.  Each class, we are focusing on an individual who practices 
radical love in their lives, and how we can use them as an example to do the same!  A small 
smattering of who we are studying includes: Rachel Held Evans, Mr. Rogers, Ruby Bridges, 
Gustavo Gutierrez, Kaitlin Curtice and many others!  We are also enjoying our "front-row" 
seats to the Eucharist after Sunday School!  We want to thank the good people of St. 
Stephen's for all their support of the children in their church family! 

Your Sunday School Team: Julia Hart, Tish Seely, Hazel LaVardi 

July Birthdays  
7/1 Bob Fizer 
7/7 Donna Calbeck 
 JoJo Hart 
7/11 Richard Samaniego 
7/19 Barbara Thompson 
 Teresa Ryther 
7/22 Bill Whitaker 
7/25 Mike Henry 
7/27 Linda Stewart 
July Anniversaries 
7/9 Bob & Melanie           
             Shurden 

August Birthdays 
8/3 AJ Monk 
8/4 Richard Navarro 
8/7       Devon Rothwell 
8/8 Nan Myers 
8/10 Alexander Lewis 
8/16 Anne Stephens 
8/19 Connie Acker 
 Richard Shield 
8/24 Tom Benefiel 
 

 
 
8/27    Bobbie Hansen 
 Anneliese Miller 
8/29 Kitty Shield 
8/30 Parker Graham 
August Anniversaries 
8/14 Bob & Barbara Fizer 
8/19 Tom & Mtr. Laurie  
             Lewis 
8/20 Criss & Joan Schulz 
8/23 Al & Judy Higdon 
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St. Stephen’s Sensational Youth Group 
     Summer is in full swing for the St. Stephen’s Youth! Many are 
attending camps, taking on summer jobs, or just generally taking a 
break from the hustle and bustle.  
     With that, we look forward to a small upcoming event to see each 
other one more time before school is back in session: 

When:      Saturday, July 10 
Time:        6-8 pm  
Where:     St. Stephen’s Lawn  
What:       Outdoor games, including water balloon fight and/or water gun tag.  
                  Please  wear clothes ready for outdoor activities.  
                  Ice cream and cold treats to follow.  

     We plan to take a full break in August to prepare for the beginning of school and look 
forward to the kickoff to youth group in September!  
                                                                           Stay cool everyone,  Sydney and Matthew Anderson  

Photo from our End of Year Party at Paint the Towne! 

Happening is a Christian Experience by youth for youth. It’s a weekend retreat, focusing on 
Jesus and what he taught; games, music, great food, and a chance to talk with peers about 
things that really matter. Students “go through” Happening only once, after that, they may 
come back and serve on Happening staff, recreating the experience for others. 
When: Friday, July 23, 7 pm to Sunday, July 25, 2 pm, 2021 
Those youth who have previously attended a Happening are invited to be on staff. We will have 
a staff work/prep day beginning on Thursday, July 22, 7 pm. 
Where: Good Shepherd, Wichita 
Who: Youth in grades 9-12 (including rising 9th graders) 
Fee: $55 
Priority deadline: Friday, July 16th 
Registration form: https://bit.ly/EDOKSessions 

https://episcopal-ks.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f9b7ac70ad61019ee6d8f470&id=36a1298045&e=6ec6682cf6
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Sparky, the dragon says,  
“Thank you to EVERYONE who made our Knights of North 

Castle VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 a success!  The 
volunteers, leaders, assistants, cooks, shoppers, parents, 

grandparents and most of all the KIDS! 
(Special THANK YOU to Ashley Winters for her leadership!) 
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St. Stephen’s 

Annual Ice 

Cream Social 
Thank you to the 

NEW committee 

this year that 

planned and directed a very 

successful Annual Ice Cream 

Social.  Thank you Becky Mann 

Samaniego, Amanda Shield, Kim 

Vining, Brianna Gaskill, DiAnne 

Graham,  GREAT JOB!   

Thank you also to ALL those who 

attended, volunteered or donated 

in any way!  Over $2,200 was 

raised!  What fun and fellowship!!   
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Education for Ministry (EfM) 
 In May, we had one graduate, Kirsten Johnson. Kirsten was 
one who took EfM many years with different mentors.  Our class 
this year started with six members, but we lost our youngest 

member when discovered it is hard to do a Master’s degree, be a youth group leader and 
take EfM.  So this year, we had one member in year one, three members in year three and 
one fourth year student.  
 Education for Ministry is a four-year program that covers the core courses of seminary- 
Hebrew Bible, New Testament, Church History and Theology.  Each year stands alone and 
course work may be taken over the four-year period or a year at a time  with space between 
the years. Basically, whatever  is more convenient for a person’s life at a given time.  While 
there is a large amount of reading and discussion, there are no papers to be written ever.  
 At our graduation party last year, one of our first year students reminded Teresa and I 
the other part of EfM that is so wonderful is the community that is formed over the years.  
There is no way to fully describe this formation of community --but people are always amazed 
how close they become over the four years even when you have to meet on Zoom or social 
distance with masks on. The other thing that they all gain is the ability to think theologically 
about the world in which they live.   
 We meet on Monday evenings at 6:30 pm in the Fireside Room from September to 
May.  Each year costs $375.00 . This amount includes all books for the course of a given year.  
Scholarships are available which make the cost to each student $175.00.  If you are interested 
in joining the group  or would like to know more, please contact Kitty Shield or Teresa Ryther.  
If you just want to talk to someone about their experience talk to Mike Morrow, Barbara Fizer, 
Tom Steele, Susie Hill , Leland Sinclair, Anne Stephens, Tish  Seely, Sarah Morrow, Jorinda 
Brant, Tristan Holmberg, Ann Jambor, Carol Fizer, Jane Mossman, Jana Millikan . 

The Rev. Kitty Shield (316-655-1453) and Teresa Ryther (316-4617213) 

Farewells are never easy!   
 Lyndy and Marty Wells, we wish 

you all that is wonderful and enjoy 
your family and your new home!   

You WILL be missed. 

ON LINE GIVING NOW 
AVAILABLE THROUGH 

"SIMPLE GIVE".   
 

Click on this icon and 
donations maybe made 

with any credit card and is 
directly deposited to St. Stephen’s. 

 

You can also visit our web site and going to the 
“Giving” tab and complete the form available.   

 

If you have any questions,  
please call the Parish Office.   
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Hello Parish Friends,  
     Breakthrough continues to serve breakfast to those most 
marginalized in our community.  The majority of folks we serve 
in the morning are homeless.  While some are working with 
our staff to improve their circumstances, we hope and wait for others to come to the point of 
wanting to make a change for the better.  Walking alongside individuals has been so 
important in our ministry! 
Our breakfast program would gladly receive the following donated items: 
Large containers of juice, or frozen cans of juice; Fresh eggs, (Summer) Fresh vegetables  
(i.e., such as carrots, squash, peas, beans, paper goods such as napkins, cups, bulk coffee 
     We offer 15 showers/week for the homeless through the ShowerUp project.  We have a 
dedicated volunteer team who will be trained to assist.  Useful items include:  Small hygiene 
items for showering, men’s and women’s underwear, toothbrushes and toothpaste 

      Items can be dropped in the little red wagon in the narthex and  
will be delivered to Breakthrough (ESS) by our DOK! 

7/.4   

7/11 Memory of Martha Belle Rolph Ric & Darlene Knorr 

7/18 Memory of Paul Massaria Paul’s family 

7/25 Memory of Jim Knorr Ric & Darlene Knorr 

8/1   

8/8   

8/25 Memory of Sally Hoesli Hank Hoesli 

8/33 Celebration of Diana’s Birthday Don & Karen Norton 

8/39   

Altar Flowers  Dedication—July & August 2021 
 

Sponsor Altar Flowers, Memory Lamp, or Sanctuary Lamp a 
great way to celebrate an event, a memorial for a loved one, or 

thanksgiving, as well as, help support the parish.   
Call or email the Parish Office. 

 Suggested donation for altar flowers is $60, lamps $5. 

DILLON’S COMMUNITY REWARDS 
       If you shop at Dillon's, you can support St. Stephen’s as your charity by 
using your Dillon's Reward’s Card.  For information or assistance in enrolling, 
call the Parish Office.  Your Dillon’s Rewards fuel points or coupons are not 

affected but “rewards” our parish!   Donations received support our Repair & Replacement 
Fund, we received $260 for the 2021 first quarter.  45 families are enrolled.   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonnitroswimclub.org%2F_%2Frsrc%2F1468882024819%2Ffundraising%2Fdillons%2FDillon-Plus-Shop-Card-sm.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newtonnitroswimclub.org%2Ffundraising%2Fdillons&docid=EgCB58dSHwFKt
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ST. STEPHEN’S BOOK CLUB 
We have been glad to include some new faces this 

summer, and would be pleased to have more 

readers join us at any time.  We are now able to 

meet in person each Thursday at noon in the Parish 

Hall, or the Fireplace Room.  Currently, we are enjoying Anne Tyler’s 

Vinegar Girl, a retelling of Taming of the Shrew.  Anybody else remember 

the show “Kiss Me Kate”?   

Come join us and help choose our next selection.                          Barbara Fizer 

As Covid restrictions have been relaxed, St. Stephen’s will 
once again have our Lay Eucharist Visitors delivering 
communion and fellowship to our homebound parishioners, 

as well as, bi-monthly visits to Larksfield Place Chapel for those in the facility who wish to 
share in our ministry. Each week, flowers are also delivered by our Altar Guild and DOK 
members to homebound or those having birthday or anniversary celebrations.   
     If you would be interested in becoming a LEV visitors, contact the Parish Office and training  
is simple and easy.  Visits maybe any day of the week at the convenience of those receiving. 
     IF YOU ARE HOMEBOUND OR ARE RECEIVING OUR SUNDAY SERVICE BY “LIVE 
STREAMING” AND WOULD LIKE TO BE VISITED, OR YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO WOULD 
BENEFIT FROM THESE SERVICES, please call the Parish Office.   

THANK YOU to our “Lay Weeders”, our 
grounds have ben beautified by the flowers that 
have been planted, the weeds that have been 
removed, the mulch that has been addition, the 
bushes that have been trimmed.  GREAT JOB, 
Susie Hill, Megan Loftin, Dale Graham, Joe and Devon Rothwell and 
any unidentified volunteers.   
 If you would like to help with our grounds and want to be a 
“Lay Weeder”, contact the Parish Office. 
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“SUGGESTIONS FOR COFFEE HOUR” 
 

Ideas or suggestions on resuming 
“Coffee Hour” following the 10:30 am 
service!  Alphabetically by last name, by 
committees, family sign up?  Requires:  making coffee and set up, 

bring treats (simple i.e., cookies, donuts, meat/cheese/crackers, etc.), 
clean up (use paper products so cleanup is easy).  Call or email the 

Parish Office with your ideas.   

St Stephen’s Endowment Committee 
 

 In so many ways, I feel that we are at the beginning of a new 
chapter.   A new chapter for St Stephens’s story and for the lives of 
many of our parishioners.  Considering a gift to one of our two 
endowment funds is the perfect way to let the parish continue to 
write new chapters for years to come.   A strong endowment provides 
stability and consistency for the parish mission.  
 As we begin our new chapter, have you considered your Legacy 

at St Stephens?   As you make your financial plans with your trusted advisors, have you 
included St Stephens in your plan? 
 St Stephen’s has established two Endowment funds for the purpose of securing our 
future and broadening our parish mission and outreach.  Currently the General Endowment 
Fund is at $112,013, and our Permanent Endowment Fund is at $14,780.    In 2020, we began 
making our first distributions so the parish will be able to see the current benefits. 
 The Endowment committee plans to offer some parish education to help people better 
understand how your endowment gifts will be used and how they will not be used.   What is 
important is to know that we have an Endowment that can accept current gifts in any 
amount, but it truly serves as a fund that can accept your planned gifts from either your 
estate or retirement accounts.   The St Stephen’s Endowment Fund can be named as a 
beneficiary of your Will, personal trust, or Individual Retirement Account.    The St Stephen’s 
Endowment Fund can be an appropriate choice for directing your Memorial donations.  Your 
current gift or future gift secures the long term mission of the St Stephen’s parish.   There are 
many options in how you can structure or direct your gift. 
 If you are considering a planned gift to St Stephen’s please contact Vera to set up a time 
for you to meet with a member of the Endowment Committee to discuss a strategy for 
funding the future of the Church.  
 

2021 Committee Members:  Mtr. Laurie Lewis, Paul Attwater-Chair, Anne Stephens-Sr.  
Warden, Dave Hudson–Jr. Warden, Jason Hart, Jane Mossman, Criss Schulz, Kim Vining 
2021 COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Noon following Church/ Coffee Hour.  Sunday August 22nd, 
Sunday November 14th 
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St. Stephen’s  
Episcopal Church 

7404 E. Killarney 
Wichita, KS  67206 

Phone: 316 634-2513                                               
Fax:     316 634-2580 

Parish Office Hours 
Monday  - Friday 

9 am- 1  pm 
                               ssec@sbcglobal.net 

 www.ststephensec.org 
 

  The Very Rev. Laurie Lewis, Rector 
Anne Stephens, Vestry Senior Warden 

Vera Aikman, Parish Administrator/Bookkeeper 
Ashley Winters, Choir and Music Director 

Aubree Brasser, Music Section Leader 
Aubrey Watson, Organist 

Julia Hart,  Tish Seely,  Church School Coordinators 
Sydney Anderson, Youth Director 

Matt Anderson, Assistant Youth Director 
Lise Van Arsdale Hansen, Nursery Coordinator 

Natalie Lemanski, Nursery 
Nan Myers, DOK President 

 

8:30 am  
Holy Eucharist:  Rite One  

The Holy Spirit Chapel 
10:30 am  

Holy Eucharist:  Rite Two 
The Sanctuary 

Words for a Divided World, public lecture….. 
In an era that is polarized politically and religiously, 

how can Americans of faith re-open the conversation 
and find common ground and purpose? 

Author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Amity and Pros-
perity which recounts the true story of how fracking 
shattered one Pennsylvania town and how one resi-

dent brought it to light. She also wrote The Tenth Par-
allel: Dispatches from the Fault Line Between Christian-

ity and Islam, and her latest book, If Men, Then, a 
darkly humorous collection of poems. 


