St. Stephen’s Story
May and June 2017
OUR UPWARD, INWARD
AND OUTWARD
RESPONSIBILITIES
"Built together." That's
how Paul describes the church in
Ephesians 2:22. Throughout the
Bible, we are confronted with the
KORTE fact that God's people are not
called to be isolated individuals,
but to be a people in community, in a fellowship.
The people of God are not just isolated saints —
they are brothers and sisters, members of God's
family, living stones in God's temple, and
members together of one body, the body of
Christ.
We say that the church has upward,
inward, and outward responsibilities. "Upward"
denotes our relationship with God. We give glory,
worship and praise to God, our Creator. We talk
to God in prayer, listen to God’s word in regular
study and meditation, and continually dedicate
ourselves to God’s will and service. We each do
this on an individual basis, and also when we
gather as the body of Christ.
In our minds and in our hearts, we are
learning to love God with all that we are. With
our words, we praise God and acknowledge our
dependence on God. We confess with our lips
that Jesus is our Lord. And with our whole bodies,
we serve him and do his will in the world. In all
that we do, we belong to him, and are learning to
yield ourselves entirely to him.
"Inward" denotes our nurturing and
faithful relationships with each other in the body
of Christ. Because Jesus lives in us, we edify one
another, encourage one another, teach one
another, learn from one another, serve one
another. The Christian life is not an isolated life. It
is life in the family of God. Followers of Jesus
Christ, by their very nature as the people of God,
interact with one another. Our lives reflect the
love of Jesus for his brothers and sisters.
Small groups are some of the main settings where
Christian love and nurture "happens." In small

groups, we get to know one another as real children
of God, much more than just passing acquaintances.
In confidential settings, we are better able to discuss
our mutual spiritual journey — our concerns, joys,
struggles, and victories. We are better able to edify
and encourage one another because we better know
one another's needs and circumstances. We allow
ourselves to be accountable to others, and they help
us grow spiritually even as we help them. Our
journey is with Christ, it is he who takes us on that
journey and we go willingly never by coercion.
"Outward" concerns the way we interact with
non-Christians in all the places we meet them — on
the job, at school, in the marketplace. Having tasted
the goodness of God in the gospel, we want nothing
more than for our relatives, friends and neighbors to
share in the joy and blessings of salvation in Jesus
Christ. We pray for God to open their minds and
touch their hearts, and we offer ourselves to be used
by him in this process. We pray for God to help us
discern when they may want to know the reason for
the hope within us.
Our words with non-Christians reflect Christ's
love in us. They are encouraging, sensitive and
thoughtful — not coarse, vulgar, negative or
depressing. They are positive, forgiving, helpful. They
reflect joy, peace, patience, gentleness and kindness.
We express our care and our willingness to pray for
those who are in need. Our actions are also those of
a transformed heart, in the way we treat our family
members, and the way we help our neighbors.
Every area of life involves relationships.
Through Jesus Christ, we are being reconciled to one
another and to our Father in heaven. Our
relationship with God is characterized by humility
and repentance when we look at what we are, and
joy and adoration when we look at who he is and
what he has done for us. As we ask him to fill us with
his love, his love moves us to begin to desire his will
above all else, and to want to share the joy of his
salvation with our friends, too.
Peace be with you,
Rev. Mary

Visioning Event, Saturday, June 3rd, 8:30 am—12:30 pm in the Parish Hall
In March of 2016, the Vestry participated in a Core Value exercise to identify what is it that St. Stephen’s
stands for? Why do we do what we do around here? What can we do for you? And items we do not like.
Core Values reflect our uniqueness, reflect mission, shape ministry and lay the foundation for Vision.
Our mission is really defined in An Outline of the Faith, Book of Common Prayer on page 855.
Q:
A:

What is the mission of the Church?
The mission of the church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

Q:
A:

How does the Church pursue its mission?
The Church pursues its mission as it prays and worships, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes justice,
peace, and love.

Q:
A:

Through whom does the Church carry out its mission?
The Church carries out its mission through the ministry of all its members.

In February 2017, the Vestry met and identified a vision through a visioning event and created their Vision
Statement. Now for the fun part. WE will meet as a congregation to participate in a Visioning Event on
Saturday, June 3, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. At this Visioning Community Meeting, we will meet in small groups and
develop a visioning statement, seeking input from all. All 16 years and older are invited to participate.
•
•

Vestry members will help facilitate our small groups as we seek your input.
We will then compare the results and develop a single document of like vision areas.

The Lenten Discipline of
both Junior and Senior
Youth Groups
was to create their own
version of the Cross and
Holy Week with Easter.
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When you walk into St. Stephens in anticipation of the
celebration of the Eucharist, have you ever thought about
how the preparation work is accomplished? You prepare
yourself spiritually, but there's a great deal more that goes
on to prepare the church for that service.
One of the first things we notice upon entering the
sanctuary are the candles. Some of the candles burn fuel that
needs refilling periodically – other wax candles need
replacing as they burn down. Our altar linen changes color with the liturgical seasons and
festivals. The holy water level must be maintained. Brass and silver requires periodic polishing
since it's handled by many. The Lay Eucharistic Visitor kits that parishioners take to the homebound and Larksfield Place must be cleaned and readied for use.
But back to the service. The Eucharist, being the center of the Episcopal worship
service, is the focus of the work of the Altar Guild. The instruments and accoutrements of the
Eucharist – the bread, wine, chalices, patens, corporal and linens are set up in a prescribed
manner, reverently and prayerfully. When the service is over, protocol is maintained for
disposing of consecrated hosts and wine. All instruments are then cleaned and put away
following the service.
Many of you know I am describing the duties of the Altar Guild, members who come
every Saturday and prepare St. Stephens Church for the week ahead. Because St. Stephens
has the luxury of four teams, an individual member is only responsible for one Saturday each
month. Altar Guild work is a wonderful way to learn about the workings of the church, the
liturgical calendar, and kind of a "behind the scene" look at the service.
If you would like to learn more about Altar Guild without a full time commitment, I
invite you to talk to an Altar Guild member or visit with Audrey Kramer, Joan Jaedicke, or Gina
Hollingshead. Try it for a month or two and see if you would enjoy being a permanent
member of a team. And, of course, traditionally Altar Guild work was for "women", but like so
many other things, that's a part of the past. Now we think of Altar Guild work as gender
neutral – so men. If this sounds like something you might enjoy doing . . .
Linda Floyd, Junior Warden and Altar Guild Team Leader
This is a call for volunteer ministry service to St. Stephen’s.
Due to the passing of Wanda Rogers, we are in need of coordinator(s)
for the Adult Forum, and it could be multiple teams to coordinate the
activities for the remainder of the year for the 9:30 am time. Wanda
was so good about putting her education for ministry skills to work on
behalf of the congregation. She and Chuck Shield, together, have set a
good precedent for this to continue. Mike Morrow offered an intriguing bible study on the letter of James
and Melanie Shurden’s “What Wondrous Love” was a beautiful link of worship and art. Deacon Barbara
Gibson offered a wonderful empowering teaching on Mental Health.
If you would be interested in assisting with Adult Forum for one or more forum’s or as part of a team serving
on a Rota, please call Vera in the Parish Office.
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Youth Update
Our youth have been busy, busy bees with our Holy Week Mural and other Holy Week preparation
and activities throughout March and April. A special thank you to Derek K, Kirsten Johnson for their artistic
guidance. A huge thank you to the Ramsey’s for helping us put on a wonderful Family Movie Night featuring
“Jesus Christ Superstar”. Now, our youth are gearing up for the end of the school year and beginning of
summer. You know what that means? Mega Camp! Yes, the biggest EDOK event of the year. It is a whole
week away spent with friends, games, team building, outdoor activities, and fun. Mega Camp this year is June
4th-10th. This event is for any youth who have finished grades 3rd-12th. We encourage every member within
this age group to attend. Camp is NOT restricted to Episcopalians or regular churchgoers. All are welcome, so
feel free to invite friends and family. There are St. Stephen’s scholarships available, as well as, through the
Diocese , so please don’t let cost be a factor. (See below for more information.)
With June quickly approaching, we also have VBS coming up! It is the last week of June (June 26 th30th). Derek and I are planning a Decorating Party and Mini-Retreat for the youth the evening of the June
23rd to prep for VBS and have a little fun while doing so. There will be a lot more information to come for this,
so be sure to check your email, watch the Facebook page, and look in the bulletin!
I know Derek and I are ready to round out the year with some activities getting both of the youth
groups together, since that doesn't happen very often. With the success of the Escape Room and Laser Tag
events, we look forward to a large turnout for the End of the Year Bash at the Staples' in May and for the
Mini-Retreat in June!
Episcopal Summer Mega Camp, June 4-10, 2017, Camp Wood YMCA, 1101 Camp Wood Rd, Elmdale, KS
There are only 30 spots left for Mega Camp! Please get registered if you are interested in this event before
spots get filled.
Check-in: Sunday, June 4, 2:30-3:30 pm Check-out: Saturday, June 10, 11-11:30 am
Fee: $430 ($460 if you pay or register after Friday, May 12) There are a limited number of $140 scholarships
available for members of Episcopal parishes. Apply early and indicate your request for a scholarship on the
registration form/application. We also recommend that you ask your parish for a scholarship.
Priority Deadline: Friday, May 12, 2017
Register: You may register at any time to save your spot (as long as you pay by May 12). (https://
edokyouth.wordpress.com) Registrations received after Friday, May 12, will be required to pay the $30 late
fee. Space is limited to 215 campers, although specific ages and genders may become full while there
remains space available.

“Groovy”,
Youth Group
Movie Night
“Jesus Christ
Superstar”
A fun “retro”
time! Again,
thank you to
the Ramsey’s!

PEACE
Out
Dude!
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Flame
invites all
kids from
3 years-5th grade
to become a
at Hero Central
Vacation Bible
School
June 26th—30th

Discover your strength
in God today!

Registration at
http://2017.cokesburyvbs.com/
ststephenswichita/
You can registration for St. Stephen’s Vacation Bible School
at the above web address.
If you have any questions, please call the Parish Office.

Watch for a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall
for food supplies needed for the lunches
and a supply list of items needed for the program.
YOU TO CAN BE A HERO! Volunteer opportunities for ALL AGES
(Youth, 6th grade and above), please call the Parish Office,
see Ashley Winters or Sydney Runyan.
Volunteers can also register on line. Volunteer training will be
Sunday, June 25th after the 10:30 am service.
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EfM Graduation
Four years ago Barbara Fizer, Tom Steele and Chuck Shield began
their four year journey through Education for Ministry. On May
21st, they will receive their Graduation Certificates at the all Parish
Picnic and Masson the Grass at the Staples’ Ranch.
For those of you who do not know what EfM is: it is a four year course of study that encompasses Old Testament, New Testament, Church History and Theology. Each year stands alone so that if life situations change
a student cannot continue course in the full four periods, they may stop and start again.
This is adult education that does require reading and discussion of the various years, but there are no
written papers due and the reading is at the student’s own pace. Each class group must have at least six
members and no more than 12. The class is led by trained mentors—a mentor is a guide not a teacher.
If you are interested in deepening your faith , spirituality and knowledge. All our welcome. Currently the
classes are on Monday evenings and run from fall to spring. The course is $370.00 per year. This fee includes your books for a given year. There are scholarships available (check with the Parish Office). The fee
is due at registration.
Talk to Barbara, Tom, Chuck to find out about the EfM experience. The mentors, Teresa Ryther and Kitty
Shield, would love to have you join us this fall.
The Rev. Deacon Kitty Shield

Baptism Date

Baptism Service Time

Baptism Instruction (required)

Sunday, June 4, 2017

The Day of Pentecost, 10:30 am

Sunday, May 28th, noon

Sunday, November 5, 2017

All Saints Day, 10:30 am

Sunday, October 29th, noon

Ella Resch Baptism
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Celebrations May
Birthdays
5/2 Jerrod Bishop
Lou Ann Robertson
5/4 Sally Alefs
5/7 Karen Norton
5/11 Emily Bishop
5/13 Janice Adams
Joe Rothwell
5/14 Jean Moddrell
5/15
5/16

5/24
5/25

5/31

Rhea White
Derek Kruger
Karen Phillips
Olivia Williams
Criss Schulz
Susie McFall
Megan Resch
John Staples
Sophie Ramsey

May Anniversaries
5/6
Joe & Jean Moddrell
5/12 Mike & Linda Henry
5/24 William & Libby Marshall
5/31 Dan & Susan Taylor
June Birthdays
6/4
Sam Taylor
6/5
Mary Lynn Priest
6/6
Hank Hoesli
6/7
Audrey Kramer
Bob Shurden
6/8
Rev. Mary Korte
6/10 Jason Kice
6/13 D’Ambra Kruger
6/14 Owen White
6/15 Jason Hart
6/16 Anne Elsworth
6/17 Patti Mann
6/19 Al Higdon
6/22 Nathan Williams

6/25
6/28
6/29

Casey Rothwell
Bill McKeighan
Megan Dublynn
Colin Hart

June Anniversaries
6/1
Innes & Karen Phillips
Joe & Devon Rothwell
6/2
Rick & Susan Gaskill
6/5
Tim & Rev. Mary Korte
6/6
Jerrod & Kathy Bishop
6/7
Tom & Megan Resch
6/17 Dwight & Pat Oxley
6/20 Bill & Carolyn Whitaker
6/26 Don & Karen Norton

The St. Stephens Book Club has two more meetings this spring. We will meet at
noon on May 4th and May 11th.
We have been reading “The Secret Chord” by Geraldine Brooks (a historical novel
about the life of King David.) At the May 4th meeting we will discuss the book
through Chapter 18 and at our last meeting on May 11th we will cover Chapter 19
to the end of the book.
After the May 11th meeting, we will take a summer break and resume meetings next fall after
Labor Day The book chosen for next fall is “All Over But The Shoutin’”, by Rick Bragg.

COMING THIS FALL!
“Without Shame Or Fear, From Adam To Christ”
author A. Robert Hirschfield. Connecting shame and vulnerability
to scripture and Christian Theology. Taps into the popularity of
Brene’ Brown and Richard Rohr topics. Study guide included.
Thank you to all new and seasoned servers who participated in the Holy Week
services. Your assistance was greatly appreciated. If you would like to continue
your service, please don't hesitate to contact either myself or Vera. If anyone is
interested in serving at the alter, we are always willing to train. Thanks!
Blessings, Anne Stephens
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Why should you sign up your Dillons Plus Card
for Community Rewards? St. Stephen’s just
received a check for $383! Community Rewards
dollars are designated for special church
projects. If you shop at any Dillon's or Kwik Shop, ENROLL in this

program and RAISE MONEY for St. Stephen’s it doesn’t effect your Dillon’s
Plus Card points. Call the Parish Office for assistance in enrolling, it’s easy!
The 2017 St. Stephen’s Vestry
The Rev. Dr. Mary J. Korte
Tom Steele, Senior Warden
Linda Floyd, Junior Warden
Mary Sloan, Clerk
Paul Attwater III, Treasurer

Daughters of the King (DOK)
will host the Coffee Hour on May 7th in honor
of Dame Julian of Norwich.
Final meeting until fall
will be June 4th.

MEMBERS
Joe Johnson, John Rothwell, Richard Samaniego,
Charles Shield, John Staples, Linda Stewart,
Ben Winters

LARKSFIELD PLACE
in the Meditation Chapel at 2:00 pm
Holy Eucharist Service by Clergy
May 28th—June 25th

REMINDER
VESTRY MEETINGS
6:30 pm in the Fireside Room
May 17th—June 21st

Holy Communion by
Lay Eucharistic Visitor Team
May 14th—June 11th

ESS/VENTURE HOUSE NEEDS YOUR HELP!
DON’T FORGET THE DOK LITTLE RED WAGON

BOTTLED WATER! Other items needed for their pantry: pull top
cans of chicken, meats, tuna, soups and vegetables; canned fruits;
peanut butter; pasta and sauce; boxed/bottled baby food; packaged
crackers (in sleeves); packaged cheese/crackers or peanut butter/crackers;
deodorant (male and female); diapers and feminine hygiene items, travel size
shampoo, lotion, tooth paste, tooth brushes,
Drop in the little red wagon in the foyer and DOK will deliver! Thank you.
THANK YOU LINDA STEWART FOR DELIVERING TO ESS WEEKLY!
To contribute to the
Church Periodical
Club, drop your
pennies in the large
jar in the Parish Hall!
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Celebrate Mother’s Day, May 14th, and Father’s Day, June 11th
at the Coffee Hour!

Men honor the ladies by
bringing Muffins

and

Ladies appreciate the gentleman
with Donuts!

Sunday, June 4th, 6—8 pm
Homemade ice cream, yummy sweet treats,
hamburgers and hot dogs!

Men of St. Stephen’s
Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Feed!

The “Loose Offerings” (undesignated cash) from “alms and contributions”
at the first Sunday of each month is designated for the “Rector’s
Discretionary Fund”. These funds are used for charitable needs among the
congregation and the community. You might consider contributing extra
cash on the First Sunday of the month to meet the special needs of our
community.

If you would like to assistant during the summer months for the
Children’s Sunday School and are willing to share one Sunday a
month from 10:15 am until the peace and work with amazing young
people, see Julia Hart or Cheryl Navarro or call the Parish Office.
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St. Stephen’s Calendar May and June 2017
Wed-May 3rd

5:30 pm
7:00 pm

Thurs-May 4th

Noon

IONA Service
followed by a Potluck Meal
Buildings/Grounds
Meeting, Fireside Room

Sun-May 28th

Book Club, Fireside Room

8:30 am
9:15 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
2:00 pm

Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Choir Rehearsal
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
Larksfield Place Service

Sat-May 6th

8:00 am

BUS TRIP TO KC

Sun-May 7th

8:30 am
9:15 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am

Wed-May 31st
Sun-June 4th

12:00 pm

Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Choir Rehearsal
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
DOK to host Coffee Hour
Senior Youth Group

8:30 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
6:00-8:00 pm

Mon-May 8th

6:30 pm

EFM, Fireside Room

Wed-June 7th

5:30 pm

Wed-May 10th

5:30 pm

“WE” Service, Chapel
Sun-June 11th

8:30 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
Coffee Hour

Wed-June 14th

5:30 pm

“WE” Service, Chapel

Sun-June 18th

8:30 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am

Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Thurs-May 11th

Noon

Book Club, Fireside Room

Sun-May 14th

8:30 am
9:15 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am
Coffee Hour
12:00 pm

Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Choir Rehearsal
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
“Muffins with Mom”
Senior Youth Group
Communion Service at
Larksfield Place

2:00 pm

Mon-May 29th Memorial Day
5:30 pm

Parish Office Closed
“WE” Service, Chapel
Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
ICE CREAM SOCIAL
IONA Service
followed by a Potluck Meal
Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
“Donuts with Dads”

Mon-May 15th

6:30 pm

EFM, Fireside Room

Tues-June 20th

5:30 pm

Finance Committee Meeting,
Fireside Room

Tues-May 16th

5:30 pm

Finance Committee,
Fireside Room

Wed-June 21st

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

“WE” Service, Chapel
Vestry Meeting, Fireside Rm

Sun-June 25th

8:30 am
10:15 am
10:15 am
10:30 am

Holy Eucharist: Rite One
Children’s Church School
Junior Youth Group
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

Wed-May 17th

5:30 pm
6:30 pm

Sun-May 21st

8:30 am
10:30 am

“WE” Service, Chapel
Vestry Meeting, Fireside
Room
Holy Eucharist: Rite One
“MASS on the GRASS”
Staples Ranch followed
with a Cookout

Mon-May 22nd

6:30 pm

EFM, Fireside Room

Wed-May 24th

5:30 pm

“WE” Service, Chapel

Fri-June 23rd

To be announced Youth Event for VBS

Mon-June 26th
Fri– June 30th
10

Wed-June 28th

Vacation Bible School
Hero Central
5:30 pm

“WE” Service, Chapel

The Shrove
Show

ALTAR FLOWERS MAY and JUNE
5/7

In Honor of DOK

St. Stephen’s

5/14

In Honor of Mothers

St. Stephen’s

5/21

Celebration Birthday of Criss Schulz

Joan Schulz

5/28

In Honor of Memorial Day

St. Stephen’s

6/4

Memory of Lukas Maska
Thanksgiving for our Anniversary

Ric & Darlene Knorr
Tim and Rev. Mary Korte

6/11

Memory of Delmar Rolph

Ric & Darlene Knorr

6/18

In Honor of Fathers

St. Stephen’s

6/25

Thanksgiving for 41st Wedding Anniversary

Don & Karen Norton

Sponsor….. Altar Flowers, Memory Lamp, Sanctuary Lamp this
is a great way to celebrate an event, a memorial for a loved one, or
thanksgiving, as well as help support the parish.
SIGN UP SHEETS are on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.
Suggested donation for altar flowers is $60, lamps $5.

Coffee Hour Treats May and June
Coffee Hour Fellowship Alphabetically
by Last Name

Check the
schedule and
for the week
of your last
name bring
your favorite treat (i.e.,
cheese/crackers, baked items,
fruit, meat/cheese, etc.).
The group will be responsible
for setting out the treats and
for clean up.

5/7

Daughter’s of the King will Host

5/14

“Muffins with Mom” - Men of St. Stephens

5/21

Staples Ranch “Mass on the Grass”

5/28

LAST name beginning with A—F

6/4

LAST name beginning with G—H

6/11

LAST name beginning with M—R

6/18

“Donuts with Dad” Women of St. Stephens

6/25

LAST name beginning with S—Z
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Moxie Rose Korte invites you to come to
“MASS on the GRASS”
Sunday, May 21st, 10:30 am service at
the Staples’ Ranch
7400 E. 53rd St. N., Kechi, KS
followed with a “scrumptious” cookout,
meat and potato furnished, bring your
favorite salad or side and a lawn chair!
(If it rains, it will be postponed until September.)

St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church
7404 E. Killarney
Wichita, KS 67206
Phone: 316 634-2513
Fax: 316 634-2580
Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 am- 1 pm
ssec@sbcglobal.net
www.ststephensec.org
The Rev. Dr. Mary J. Korte, Rector
Ashley Winter, Choir and Music Director
Julia Hart, Intermediate Church School
Cheryl Navarro, Intermediate Church School
Lise Van Arsdale Hansen, Nursery
Megan Crane, Nursery
Aubrey Watson, Organist
Vera Aikman, Parish Administrator
Hazel LeVardi, Primary Church School
Mary Sinclair, Primary Church School
Sydney Runyan, Youth Director
Derek Kruger, Youth Assistant Director
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